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Refugees: out of
sight, out of mind

THE Abbott Government’s
Operation Sovereign Bor-
ders has turned what should
be a humanitarian response
into a military operation.

On Monday, Immigration
Minister Scott Morrison
made clear that as such, op-
erational matters would not
be revealed. In other words
our democratically elected
government won't be telling
us—-unlessit chooses todo so
- when boats loaded with pe-
ople reaching out for sanctu-
ary arrive off Australia. Nor
will we know if or when or
where they are transferred,
turned back or whether they
have perished at sea.

Out of sight out of mind,
don't you worry about that.

The real fragedy is that
many Australians have indi-
cated they would prefer it
that way. Not their problem,
not their concern, not their
desire to have consciences
troubled by the realities of
the world around them.

Mr Morrison has it that it’s
not his job to be the Shipping
News for people smugglers,
as if information that anoth-
er boatload had been locked
up ahead of indefinite deten-
tion in camp prisons on gua-
no-covered or mosquito-in-
fested islands would
somehow inspire “queue”
jumpers to take that route.

Christmas Island adminis-
trator John Stanhope, who I
had the pleasure of meeting
last month, warned that ir-
respective of how hard line
the policy adopted by go-
vernment, it should be deli-
vered in a manner that treat-
ed people with compassion
and did not create scape-
goats, belittle or generalise.

Those things are exactly
what this new approach has
embraced. There are no
queues in Iraq or Afghanis-
tan, two couniries from
which many people seek to
escape. Australia’s embas-
sies in neither place has visa
function. In the case of Ka-
bul, its location is a secret.

Iraqgi visa inquiries must
be sent to Amman because
the embassy is unreachably
located in the international
zZone.

More than 90% of arrivals
off Australia are found to be
genuine refugees but the
plan we have embraced as a
nation will force them on to
Manus Island or Nauru with-
in 48 hours.

Fiona Scott, the new Liber-
al member for Lindsay, used
the election campaign to
generalise, make scapegoats
of and to belittle those des-
perate enough to risk their
lives on perilous boat jour-
neys, blaming them for
everything from fraffic jams
to hospital queues.

Her now Prime Minister
did nothing to discourage his
Member for Sex Appeal.

Nor did he show the intel-
lectual honesty to admit that
those problems are the con-
sequence of a net annual im-
migration of nearly 200,000
for whom there is no cohe-
rent plan to fund the neces-
sary infrastructure or drive
economic development and
diversity to sustain them.




