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Refugees:outof 
sight,out of mind 
THD lbbott covc.nment's 
operation Soverei8l Bor 
ders has turn€d what should 
be a humanitarian response 
into a military operation 

On Monday. lnmigration 
Minister Scott Mo.nson 
made clear that as such, oF 
erational matte$ would not 
be rcvealed. In other words 
our democmticaly elected 
governmeniwon'tbe telling 
us unlessit choGes io do so 
- when boah loaded with pe
ople .eaching out for sanctu 
ary arnve off Australia. Nor 
will we know if or when o. 
where'they are bansferre4 
tumedback or whether they 
hav€perishedat s.a. 

Out of sight out of mind, 
don'tyouworry about that. 

The real trag€dy is that 
many Australiaft have indi
catedthey would prefer it 
th- way. Not their problerl 
not their concem, not their 
desfe to have consciences 
troubled by the realities of 
the world amund them. 

Mr Morison has it that it's 
nothisjobto b€ the Shipping 
N€ws for peoplesmuggler€, 
as if inJormation that anoth 
er tloaiload had been locked 
up ahead ofindefinite deten
tion in campprisonsongua 
no-coveredor mosquito,in
fested islands would 
somehow inspire "qu€ue" 
jumpe$ to take that route. 

Clristmas Island aalrninis
trator John Stanhope, who I 
had the pleasureof meeting 
last month, ri€med that ir
rcspective of how hard line 
the policy adoptedby go 
vernment, it should be deli
veredin a mann€r that treat 
€d peoplewith conpassion
and did not create scafle
goats,belittte or gene$lise. 

Those tlings arc exactly 
what this new appmach has 
ernbraced.Th€r€ are no 
queuesin traq or Afghanis. 
tan, tl{o countri€s lrom 
which manypeopleseek to 
escape. Aushalia's embas
sies in neither placebas visa 
fturtion- In the case of Xa
bul, its locaiion is a secret. 

Iraqi visa inquines must 
be seni io Anman because 
th€ embassy is unreachably
locatedin the int€mationat 

More than 90% of arriYals 
off Auatralia are found to b€ 
genuine retugees but tbe 
planwe have embracedas a 
nationwill force tllem on to 
Msnus Island or Nawu with
in 48 hous. 

Fionaftotl the new Lib€r
al rnemb€rfor l,in&ay, used 
the election campaig. to 
generalise,make scap€goats 
of and to b€liitle those des, 
Perateenough to risk th€ir 
lives on perilousboatjour
neys, blaming them lor 
everything rioln traftc jams 

H€r now Prime Minister 
did nothing to disaourage his 
Memb€r for Sex Appeal. 

Nordid he show lhe intel
lectual honesty to admit that 
ihoseproblemsare th€ con
sequenceoI a net armual im
ni$ation of nearly 200,0Q 
for whom the.e is no cobe 
rent plan to imd lhe n€ces 
sary inAastnrctue or abive 
emmmic development and 
diversity to sustain then. 


